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three tank battalions and a reconnaissance battalion
(a total of 218 AFVs, over half being captured
Czech equipment). The division also included two
motorized rifle regiments, an engineer battalion, and
four artillery battalions. Command was offered to
the young Erwin Rommel.

Most people associate Rommel with the dramatic
armor campaigns fought in the deserts of North
Africa. Wargamers often overlook the significant
part he took in the invasion of France. Rommel was
a divisional commander at the time, directing the
newly-created 7th Panzer Division (having taken
command of it at Godesburg on 15th February).
Rommel’s division was part of the Rundestedt Army
Group that attacked through the Ardennes on May
10, 1940.

Although the Allied armies possessed 20 more
divisions and over 1400 more tanks than the Ger-
mans, they were defeated in one of the most rapid
campaigns of history. The key to the German offen-
sive lay in using their limited armored forces as
spearheads for their regular army. These armored
spearheads massed on a small front, penetrating
deep into the Allied rear, totally disrupted the or-
ganization of the Allied armies.

These six new scenarios portray Rommel’s
encounters with the Allied forces in the exciting
battle for France.

NOTES:

Situation 42: Rommel encountered relatively little
resistance until he reached the Meuse late on May
12th. After getting only an infantry company across,
the Germans discovered the French had destroyed
the bridges at Dinant and Leffe, behind them.
Rommel personally directed a boat crossing which
got more infantry across into the bridgehead. A
pontoon bridge was constructed and the tanks were
able to cross. Rommel’s crossing was one of three
German river assaults under Rundestedt. Reinhart’s
panzer corps crossed at Monthene but was unable
to get tanks across until the 15th. Guderian’s pan-
zers crossed at Sedan and captured two bridges, but
were hampered by heavy Allied air attacks. Thus,
Rommel had gained the only secure crossing and
began to drive west from the Meuse.
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Rommel’s division as he headed towards Arras. The
attack hit the 7th hard, inflicting over 1000
casualties. This battle is covered in Cruz’s Situa-
tion 27.

Situation 46; Rommel’s division was next ordered
to seal off the western roads leading from Lille, in
which the French 1st Army was trapped. Rommel’s
lead reconnaissance and infantry elements were
attacked as they settled into defensive positions by
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Cruz article are that French tank units count two
for stacking and the 37L can only transport infan-
try. PANZER LEADER is and always will be a high-
ly playable game capable of infinite additional
situations. These are but a few; we think them enjoy-
able and challenging.
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